Immaculate Conception, Mattoon
St. Columcille, Sullivan

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica: November 9, 2025
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“To dedicate or consecrate” a place to God is a ritual that is found in every religion. To
“reserve” a place to God is an act of recognizing His glory and honor. When the Emperor
Constantine granted full liberty to Christians in 313, they did not spare in order to con-
struct places for the Lord — numerous are the churches constructed at that time. Constan-
tine himself also constructed churches, one of which was a magnificent basilica on the
Caelian Hill in Rome, over the ancient Lateran Palace, which Pope Sylvester I dedicated
to Christ the Savior (318 or 324). A chapel dedicated to Saint John the Baptist was built
inside it which served as the baptistry. It serves as the Cathedral church of the Archdi-
ocese of Rome. It is dedicated to Saint John the Baptist and to Saint John the Evangelist.
Thus, the name of this Papal Basilica is the Basilica of the Most Holy Savior and of
Saints John the Baptist and John the Evangelist in the Lateran. Christians consider the
Basilica to be the mother church of all churches in the world.

The church was destroyed several times in the course of the centuries, and always rebuilt.
The final reconstruction took place under the pontificate of Benedict XIII. The church
was rededicated in 1724. It was at that time that the feast celebrated today was estab-
lished and extended to the universal Church. Taken from www.vaticannews.va




IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
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NOVEMBER 9, 2025
DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

John 2:13-22
Prepare For Next Sunday’s Readings

Next Sunday, the Gospel appears near the end of
Jesus' teaching in Jerusalem, just prior to the
events that will lead to his crucifixion. His
warnings and predictions are ominous but can be
read in many ways. The destruction of the Temple
in Jerusalem by the Romans was history (70 A.D.).
Luke here tries to interpret the fall of Jerusalem
for them and to locate it in God's plans for
humankind (salvation history). At the same time,
Luke is suggesting to his audience that there will
be a considerable elapse of time before Jesus' final
coming. Luke's listeners have likely seen much
upheaval and are anxious to know if these are the
signs of Jesus' coming. Luke is urging greater
patience. Jesus warns that his followers will face
persecution for their beliefs. In persecution God's
wisdom and power will be shown in the example of
followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face of
persecution will lead to their salvation. Here Jesus
is assuring his followers that God is present to all
believers, even in times of trouble. Ultimately,
Jesus will witness to this with his own death. As
disciples of Jesus, we try to follow his example,
trusting in God's mercy and protection, even when
we are facing difficulties.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Malachi 3:19-20: The day of justice is coming, says
the Lord.

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12: Paul urges the community
to follow his example and to earn their keep.

Luke 21:5-19: By your perseverance you will secure
your lives.

Immaculate
Conception

NOVEMBER 10-16

MONDAY- St. Leo the Great
7:00AM- Russ Ostreko

TUESDAY- St. Martin of Tours

8:30AM- Vicki Kull

5:30PM- Wayne & Madonna Fuller Family
WEDNESDAY- St. Josaphat

7:00AM- Lillian & Evelyn Welch
THURSDAY- St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

5:30PM- Shannon Lybarger
FRIDAY

7:00AM- Clarence Upton
SATURDAY-33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Vigil

4:00PM- Ray & Gertrude Probst
SUNDAY- 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Pauline Ramert

10:30AM- People of Our Paris

Readings for the Week of November 9, 2025

OUR GIVING:
568 Parish Households
Fiscal Year— July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026
Weekly Budget 11,750.00
11/02/25— Weekly Offering 9,237.00
11/02/25- OnLine Giving 1,790.00
11/01/25- All Saints Day 1,312.00
Week Total: 12,339.00
Deficit/Surplus for Week +  589.00
Year-To-Date Budget 211,500.00
Year-To-Date Collected 187,114.09
Deficit/Surplus for Year - 24,385.91




St. Columcille:
St. Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr
Wed., November 12 at 5:30PM: Leslie Guil-
lory

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin
Thurs., November 13 at 7:00AM: Fr. John
Sohm

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Vigil
Sat., Nov. 15 at 6:00 PM: Susan Record

Sullivan Prayer List:

Fr. Bob Spriggs, Jack Creek, Sheila Littleton, The
Mosier Family, Judy Marucco, B.J. Stirrett, Donna
Walker, Pat Neuhauser, Kay Keller, Sally Brad-
shaw, Van Anderson, Chuck Woodworth, Dan
Guillory, Dave Hudspath, Gayle Moody, Carole
Blasche, Toby Howard, Kathy Frier, Kelly Sulli-
van, Fritz New, the Cook Family, Marvene Walker,
Gary Smith, Ron & Marylyn Crnich and Rebecca

Bishop Paprocki Pastoral Visit to
Immaculate Conception & St. Columcille
November 22nd & 23rd Bishop Paprocki will
preside over all weekend masses. A reception
for Bishop Paprocki and all parishioners will
be held after the 6:00 PM Vigil Mass at St.
Columcille and after the 8:00 AM Mass at Im-
maculate Conception. All are welcome.

Join Fr. Michal Rosa for a Catholic Journey
through Turkey May 17-30, 2026. Enjoy an
unforgettable 14 days traveling through the
historic and spiritual heart of Turkey. Visit
ruins from the Seven Churches of Revelation,
the traditional house of the Virgin Mary, and
many locations of the Apostles and the early
church. The cost of $5,690/person includes all
transportation, tickets to destinations, daily
breakfast and dinner, and accommodation in 3-
4 star hotels for the duration of the trip. For
more details, contact Sacred Heart Parish,
Effingham, at 217-347-7177 or visit sheff.org.

VAN TRIP: Join Julie on Tuesday,
November 18th as the parish van travels to
Greenup to Christ the King Parish, then to
Richards Farm in Casey for their Holiday All
you can eat Prime Rib Buffet (or order off of
menu.) Meal cost is at your own expense.
Van will leave from Church at 3:30 PM. Call
the parish office to reserve your seat.

Brookstone Rosary: We will be praying the
Rosary at Brookstone SOUTH on Wednesday,
November 12th at 10:00 AM. And

Brookstone NORTH on Wednesday,
November 19th at 10:00 AM. (Note: One
week earlier than usual.) Join us for this grace
filled time! All are welcome.

f”ﬁﬁ“- If anyone would like to sign
‘) i up to lead the Rosary there is
/" | a sign up sheet on the door
of the Sacristy at the

entrance to Church. The
Rosary will be prayed before

all weekend Masses. Come early for
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. See
you there!

Elprsape

VOUR
ATTENTION, """-
PIEASES “—

Dear business owners,

Please be aware that Brandy Stivers of LPI, our
bulletin publisher will be securing new ads for
our church bulletin in the coming weeks. Please
consider purchasing a ad as your participation
makes our bulletin successful and you attract
customers! Brandy can be reached at 217-972-
4974. Thank you!

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(Formerly known as RCIA) is our weekly gathering
for those seeking full initiation in our Catholic faith
through Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist.
We meet Tuesdays at 6:30 P.M. in the Family of
Faith Center (former St. Mary School) by way of
the SW door. There will be NO CLASS on 11/18 or
11/25.

Are you a Baptized Catholic who was never
Confirmed or shared in the Holy Eucharist?

Are you unbaptized?

Were you Baptized in another faith tradition and
now interested in full initiation into the Catholic
faith? OCIA is for you! Come and join us!




Volunteer Opportunity:

IC & St. C. parishioners will volunteer
at the Mattoon Food Pantry at 5:45 PM
on Thursday, November 20th. Consider
joining us!

Widows Luncheon:

Widows of Immaculate Conception and St.
Columcille are invited to our monthly
luncheon on Wednesday, November 19th
at 11:30 AM at Taco Amigos on Marshall,
Mattoon.

Mattoon Deanery
Council of Catholic Women
All ladies are invited to the Mattoon

Deanery Council of Catholic Women meeting
on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at Forty
Martyrs Church Hall, 111 E. Van Allen Street,
Tuscola, IL. Registration at 8:30 am. The
Dean of our Deanery, Fr. John Titus will
preside over the installation of new
officers. Holy Mass at 10:30 a.m., followed
by Fr. Michael Trummer talk on “2025 Jubilee
Year of Hope”. Lunch and silent auction
(wrapped gift) will conclude the day; proceeds
go to the Seminary Fund (check or cash
accepted). Contact: Julie in the Parish
Office if you need a ride.

Eucharistic Adoration & Exposition:

Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, reserved
in the tabernacle, is available every day. Our parish
churches are open during daylight hours.

Eucharistic Exposition on Wednesdays at IC from
5:30-6:30 AM. and 7-8 PM

And from 7:30 A.M. the Friday before First Saturday
until 8:00 A.M. on First Saturday.

For DECEMBER this will begin on Friday,
DECEMBER 5th after the 7:00 AM Mass.
Exposition begins immediately after.

There will be a Holy Hour for Vocations from

7:00 —8:00 PM Sponsored by Knights of Columbus
Council 1057, All are Welcome!

At St. Columcille on Wednesday following 5:30 P.M.
Mass until Benediction at 6:30 P.M.

# One Stop Community
Christmas

Toy Drive i3
Immaculate Conception Church is sponsoring
the Newborn to 4-Year-Old Toy Table for
the 2025 One Stop Community Christmas.
Please take an ornament from the tree in the
back of the church and return a new,
unwrapped toy ($20-$25) for a boy or girl
by December Sth.
Toys can be dropped off in the Salvation
Army box at 1300 Richmond Ave., or
contact Vanessa Duncan (217-273-4485) or
Pat Connor (540-207-7805) for pickup.
Prefer not to shop? Send checks (payable to
SEICF) to Steve Connor, 19869 East
County Road 850 North, Charleston, IL
61920.
Thank you for helping bring joy to local
children this Christmas!

The Immaculate Conception Church is
proudly sponsoring the Newborn to 4 year
old Toy Table for the 2025 One Stop
Community Christmas. We try to provide
each child with 2

toys and 1 stocking stuffer. Your help is
greatly needed to provide these children with
a blessed Holiday. We are in need of
volunteers to support the event on
December 12 starting at

5:30PM for unloading and table setup and
December 13 from 7:00AM to 7PM for
handing out toys. Signups for volunteers
are online at https://www.pinwheel.us/
register/index/OSCC2025.

Under volunteer interest, select table
volunteers. Under table options, select
Toys: Newborn to 4.

Thank you so much, in advance, for your
generosity and support of our local
children in need! If you have any questions,
please call Steve Conner at 540 755 1220.




A Pilgrim’s Progress

From my All Soul’s Homily at St.
Columcille....

Some of you may know that one of my
“hobbies” is visiting cemeteries: visiting graves
and praying for the souls of those buried there.
I suppose my fascination with cemeteries goes
back to my childhood when some of my earliest
memories are of visiting cemeteries on what we
always called Decoration Day. Our family
would bring fresh flowers to the graves of
deceased loved ones, but just as importantly
visit with others who were doing the same
thing. We would see people we only saw once
a year, at the cemetery.

In more recent years, with a couple of friends
some of my cemetery visits have taken me to
places as far a field as Vienna, Illinois and
Paducah, Ky., visiting the graves of former
[llinois Secretary of State Paul Powell and Vice
-President Alben Barkley, the three vice-
presidents buried in Indianapolis, and U.S.
Senator Lawrence Yates Sherman buried in a
country cemetery in Spring Point Township in
Cumberland County. We have visited the grave
of I.C.’s first pastor, Fr. Thomas Ryan, in St.
Mary of the Woods Village cemetery in Indiana
and I.C.’s longest serving pastor, Fr. John
Joseph Higgins, near Albany, N.Y.

Sometimes we may hear people ask, why do
you visit cemeteries? Our loved ones, or
perhaps these folks we never even knew, are not
really there. But of course, that isn’t true. As
human beings we are made up of both body and
soul. We are ensouled bodies and embodied
souls. Physical death occurs when our body
and soul become separated. Therefore, neither
body nor soul are completely us without the
other. As we proclaim at every Sunday mass of
our lives in the Creed, we believe that at the end
of time, on the last day, our body and soul will
be reunited in the resurrection of the dead. Once
again, we will be truly one for all eternity.
Based on our life choices, we will either be
eternally separated from God or eternally in
God’s presence, after any needed purification in

purgatory.

The word cemetery literally means a “sleeping
place.” It is where the physical part of us, the
material part of who we are, is literally resting
until the last day, when the physical part of us
will be united with the other part of us, our soul,
for all eternity. So yes, when we visit the
cemetery we are just as much there, as we are
anywhere else.

This is one of the reasons we treat the cremains of
our loved ones with the same respect we do with
a full body burial. Our physical remains do not
cease to be our physical remains because they are
cremated. Cremains remain our physical remains.
They remain us. And just as with all due respect,
we wouldn’t put Uncle Joe’s body on the mantle
or in the closet, or throw him in the pond, we
don’t do so with his cremains either. Much less
would we put him in some kind of jewelry, etc.
being peddled by some pagan profiteer.

A few weeks ago, a Fr. Seth Brown gifted me a
book entitled “To Die For.” It features
gravestones around the country that include a
favorite recipe of the deceased engraved on it.
While I don’t believe I have ever seen one of
these monuments in person it’s an interesting
concept. I suppose I would choose to include our
family recipe for St. Hedwig’s Fudge.

On further consideration, it occurred to me we are
all writing a recipe for our lives each day, even if
they never make it to our gravestone. As we pray
in a more intentional way throughout this month
of November for our faithful departed it’s good to
reflect as well on how we are living the cardinal
virtue of justice as the Book of Wisdom
challenges us to do. Justice is that virtue that
gives others what is rightly due to them
(sometimes despite their own desires). It
emphasizes fairness, respect, and the common
good. Justice gives what is consistent with the
wisdom of 2000 years of lived Christian
experience. It is the virtue the Book of Wisdom
tells us, the by striving to live it, brings us to the
hands of God. As we pray for our departed let us
be grateful for the good witness of their lives and
mindful or our witness to one another as well.

Deo Vindice, Sail On! fr john




Immaculate Conception:
Fr. Bob Spriggs, Cameron Bianco, Duane Schlabach,
Barb Kirts, Mary Kathryn Goldstein, Julie Ohm
Wilkerson, Ella Orsi, Ella Chamberlain, Elaine Colbert,
Pat Sheehan, Desra Lindemann, Cathy Strohl, Robert
Smith, Donna Lawson, Jennifer Kosnicki, Bert Kastl,
Kristian Beadles, Linda Probst, Jared Brown, Fred
Sherer, The Deisher family, Connie McNeilus, Teresa
Valdez, Carole Maxey, Peggy Fuesting, Elizabeth
Brinza, Carol O’Neill, Alice Farmer, Madonna
Collinsworth, Bryce Summary, Linda Sullivan, Sally
Wolff, Michelle Simpson, Connie Harris, Bonnie
Kinney, Ryan Hardin, Cook Family, Liz Slater, Pat and
Guy Levingston, Mary O’Dell, Ruby Anne Kovack,
Michael Grady, Angie Fox, Addison Graham, Wesco
Family, Sara Clayhorn, Mark Buran, Ann Clark, Louise
Farrell, Wendy Carter, Edna Probst, Rich Fafara, Karl
Rabe, Sheila Rosine, Zale Vincent Walk, Chris
Magnotta, Jim Pendell, Wyatt Edwards, Eddie Sullivan,
Kelly Sullivan, Elisa Gonzalez, Liz Newton, Dennis
James, Don Clark, Jr., Cassandra and Nora Oliger

If you have a loved one who should be added to our
Parish prayer list, please call the parish office.

TO REPORT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL
ABUSE OF A MINOR BY CLERGY-EVEN IF
IT IS IN THE PAST- individuals are encouraged to
call the Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and
Investigation number (217) 321-1155.

Individuals may also contact Illinois Department
of Children and Family Services Child Abuse
Hotline at 1.800.25.ABUSE, or contact your local
police authority.

Sacrament of Baptism

Contact Parish Office to schedule a Baptism. New parents
seeking the Sacrament of Baptism for an infant or child are
asked to attend ONE pre-baptism session. Call the parish
office at 235-0539 for information and to register.

Sacrament of Marriage

Contact Parish Office at least (6) months before the date to
make arrangements.

CHOICES Pregnancy & Health-234-3312
Www.choices4pregnancy.org

Project Rachel-888-456-4673

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting and Investigation
Number 217-321-1155

DEADLINE FOR PARISH BULLETIN- Monday at 10:00AM

Immaculate Conception Calendar of Events:

Sun., Nov. 9: Family of Faith meets at 9:15 AM in
the Family of Faith Center

Mon., Nov. 10-Fri., Nov. 14: Peace Meal Delivery
Week for IC Volunteers

Mon., Nov. 10: KC Meeting at 7:00 PM in the KC
Hall

Tues., Nov. 11: Nazareth Catholic Academy meets all
day in the Family of Faith Center

Tues., Nov. 11: Mother of Perpetual Help Novena at
5:00. PM in Church

Tues., Nov. 11: Faith Inquiry Class (OCIA) continues
at 6:30 PM in the Family of Faith Center

Wed., Nov. 12: Adoration from 5:30-6:30 AM & 7:00
—38:00 PM in Church

Wed., Nov. 12: Rosary at Brookstone South at 10:00
AM

Wed., Nov. 12: Spanish Prayer Group at 6:00 PM in
the PC

Thurs., Nov. 13: The Bible and The Virgin Mary
Class continues at 9:30 AM in the Family of Faith
Center

Thurs., Nov. 13: Men’s Book Discussion Group at
6:00 PM in the Family of Faith Center

Thurs., Nov. 13: KC Bingo from 6:30-8:30 PM in the
KC Hall

Fri., Nov. 14: KC Thanksgiving Dinner Festivities at
5:30 PM in the KC Hall

Sun., Nov. 16: Family of Faith meets at 9:15 AM in
the Family of Faith Center

Sun., Nov. 16: Deanery Youth Group from 11:30 —
1:30 PM in the lower level of Church.

Snighis of 85 Knights News and Notes:
o A&y The Next Knights of Columbus

club meeting will take place on
Monday, November 10th at
7:00PM in the KC Hall.

Knights of Columbus Bingo: The LAST ONE
of the season will take place on November 13th
from 6:30 -8:30 PM in the KC Hall. Join us!

Brother Knights, we have our annual
Thanksgiving dinner coming up on November
14 at the KC Hall. We will have happy hour at

5:30 with dinner starting around 6. We will
have turkey and sides but feel free to bring any
desserts or appetizers that you may want to
share. Hope to see you all there

Catholic Radio for Mattoon
102.5 FM




Saints of the
Nazareth Catholic
Academy

Students of our Tuesday Homeschool Coop. Group

~ Proudly serving our community for 60 years!
KC Summers KCSUMMERS.COM

Toyota Nissan - Mazda Buick - GMC - Hyundai - Genesis
Sales: 217-234-8863 Sales: 217-235-4136 Sales: 217-234-8863
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Office Address : 1318 Broadway Avenue, Matttoon, Illinois 61938

Mailing Address : PO, Box 1572, Méttoon, Tllinois 61938 800 808 9294 't (%. @ 3

Telephone : (217) 213-3402 | Email: righterlaw@gmail.com - F~ dwcocpa.com
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WNDERS & Co. LLP
Certified Public Accountants

MATTOON EFFINGHAM
217-235-0377  217-342-0377
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‘Mitchell - Jerdan Funeral Home

Greg, Sylvia, and Kendra Jerdan Family
J “People you know. People you can trust.
People you can rely on, today and tomorrow.”

www.mitchell-jerdan.com - 1200 Wabash Ave., Mattoon, IL 61938 217- 2.34 -8828

Jennifer A. Kennedy, D.D.S. . Mae C. Chen
e B Mattoon
| R R1rasaans Villa Pizza
We rent our hall
HUNAN RESTAURANT . .
Phayie New Location with
Mandarin, Hunan & Cantonese Cuisine Mark Welton .
DESIGN 217-246-2676 Buffet Daily

116 S. 17th St.
Mattoon, IL 61938

Mattzan Council 1057 Closed on Mondays
In Business for 50 years

COME SEE YOUR FRIEND IN THE CAR [KeapkxEg iy
BUSINESS! 2100 Broadway Ave,

Mattoon, IL
“Tell your friends and family to visit-If they buy
and mention you sent them in, | will give you Parishioners M s

with
purchase
of this
space

Arena Family,

CALL
800-950-9952

$100 for your referral”
Kristy Goeckner STEFFEN
Trusts « Wills » Probte PILSON Chrysler | Dodge | Jeep | Ram | Fiat Heatin g & A/C

217-663—0484 N Route 45 Effingham
2212 Lake Land Blvd. m Phone: 217-342-20462
Puson I Fax: 217-347-7434

#boughtmycarfromkristy It ivs plison Sk It Possidle

Craig & Craig, LLC

ADT-Monitored Home Security e All of your insurance
THUCHING Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust : needs under one roof, f"
s Land Clearing r E . !_ SR
*\Rock Driveways g

* General Excavation

Switch now and save. o

* Demolition Elizabeth Houser M|EF Houser

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS  |IP%L ol o oottt

Place Your Ad Here Heat Pump - Air Duct

Indoor Air Quality Inspections

ADT | Authorized | g festreets 833-287-3502

Turn to the experts

HEATING COOLING

INCORPORATED

P )
and Support Our Parish! HVAC Services for All Your Needs R

217.665.3441 www.muzzyshvac.com

CONTACT ME
Brandy Stivers -~ CRUISE PLANNERS

W COMPLETELY PERSONALIZED VACATIONS

EXCITING ADVENTURES AWAIT IN 2026!
Join me for two unforgettable journeys:

EXPLORING BRITAIN AND IRELAN D:
4 ies in 1trip
and Wales - April 18-May 2, 2026
Experience the awe of nature on

an ALASKAN CRUISETOUR - August 2026

217-295-0835
CHRISTINE.GROHLER@CRUISEPLANNERS.COM i

bst ive rs@4 L P i .co m WWW.TRAVELWITHCHRISTINE.NET
(800) 950-9952 x2609

Specializing in all types of vacations - from relaxing land getaways and exciting destination trips to
overnight hotel stays, group tours, and cruises. Let me handle the details so you can enjoy the journey!

Open 10am-9pm Daily » Come Visit Us Today!

' (217) 234-2224 ' m
Follow Us on Facebook!

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Mattoon, IL A 4C 01-1257

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH




